
■ But he stops
short of saying
Coburn shouldn’t
have said seniors
will die sooner

Ed Tibbetts
Lee News Network

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
U.S. Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-
Iowa, said Wednesday he
doesn’t think senior citizens
will die sooner as a result of
proposed Medicare cuts, but
he defended a colleague’s
right to make the statement.

Sen. Tom Coburn, R-
Okla., angered Democrats on
Tuesday when he said pro-
posed Medicare cuts in the
health-care reform package
would lead to quicker deaths.

“You’re going to die soon-
er,” Coburn said Tuesday.

Grassley told reporters on
a conference call today that
he didn’t agree with that.

“I don’t think so, but I
think it’s OK for him to make
that statement because on
the other side of the aisle,
people are making state-
ments” that are inaccurate.

He noted Democrats have
claimed that 14,000 people a
day are losing their health
insurance, which he called
“ridiculous.”

The spectre of death has
been raised intermittently in

the health-care debate.
U.S. Rep. Alan Grayson,

D-Fla., angered Republicans
a few weeks ago when he said
the GOP health-care plan is
for people to “die quickly.”

And, over the summer,
the words “death panels”
became intertwined with
the issue, with Grassley
being accused of adding
fuel to the fire.
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Hair Salon

1315 Oregon St.
Muscatine, IA 52761

563-263-2709

melissamf@msn.com

$25 - 1 Hour Facial with Ana
$10 - Men’s Haircut with Melissa

PLEASE MENTION THIS AD FOR THIS MONTH’S SPECIAL

MELISSA’S
Cosmetologists

Ana Guzman
Melissa Martin

By appointment. Walk-ins welcome

DONATION DROP OFF AT
2400 2nd Avenue

DONATION DROP OFF AT
501 West Bypass 61

The
9th Annual

Week 2
Dec 7th - Dec 12th
The Hawkeye Hauler will be used to collect toys for needy children in our community.  
All toys will be taken to the Salvation Army & Volunteers in information. Bring a new,
unwrapped toy and help fill the trailer with holiday joy!

Week 1
Nov. 30th - Dec. 5th
The Hawkeye Hauler will be used to help gather food.  All donations will be given to the
Muscatine Salvation Army food pantries.

November 30th - December 12th

HOT SPOTSpecials!

105 Ford St./Park Ave., Muscatine • 563-264-5726
Body Piercings • Tattoos • Pemanent Cosmetic Makeup

FREE Month of Level 1 Unlimited
w/Purchase of 1 Month.

Buy Any Lotion & Get 1 Tan Session FREE!

Best Lotion Prices In Town!!

In Nov. Buy 1 Month Package -
Get The 2nd Package 1/2 Off!

Free Lotion Samples (Fridays only)

LOCAL HEALTH

Health and safety
classes offered

MUSCATINE, Iowa —
The American Red Cross,
Muscatine-Louisa Unit will
hold health and safety train-
ing classes for  adult, infant
and child cardiopulmonary
resuscitation with first aid,
from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 5, at 3500 Oakview
Drive, Suite D.

Fee is $50. Participants
must register prior to class.

This course will train stu-
dents to recognize and
respond to breathing and
cardiac emergencies in
adults, infants and children.

Participants will also
learn basic first aid skills
such as determining uncon-
sciousness; treating cuts,
scrapes and burns; control-
ling bleeding; treating
injuries to muscles, bones,
and joints; and preventing
and caring for sudden illness.

To register, call 
563-263-6124.

Blood drive will be
held at Menard’s

MUSCATINE, Iowa —
Menard’s is hosting a blood
drive from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Friday, Dec. 18, in the
Hemobile in Menard’s park-
ing lot, 3408 U.S. Highway
61 N.

Donors who last gave
blood on or before Oct. 23
are eligible.

To sign up, call Steve
Wheeler at 563-288-6609.

Healthy people are need-
ed to give blood every day.
Donors must be at least 16
years old, in good health and
weigh at least 110 pounds. A
blood donor card or other
photo I.D. is required to
donate; 16-year-old donors
must present a signed
parental consent form, avail-
able from the blood center or
for download from
www.bloodcenter.org.

Controlled high blood
pressure and diabetics are
acceptable.

For questions regarding
eligibility to donate blood,
call 800-747-5401.

LOCAL BRIEFS
Public invited to vote for best chili

MUSCATINE, Iowa — Business and Professional Women
Muscatine will hold its annual chili and soup cook-off on
Friday, Dec. 4, at the Muscatine Center for Strategic Action,
312 Iowa Ave.

The schedule includes:
■ 4:30-5 p.m. — Chef setup.
■ 5-8 p.m. — Public tasting and judging.

■ 8-8:30 p.m. — Awards presenta-
tion.

The cost is $8 for all-you-can-
eat chili/soup, dessert and drink

or $5 for a single bowl, dessert
and drink.

The public will vote for
people’s choice soup and peo-

ple’s choice chili.
Bake sale items will be available,

prices as marked.
To enter as a chef, contact Megan Randoll at 2452 Snug

Harbor Lane, Muscatine, IA, 52761 or
mrandoll@teamssi.com.

Fireword offered to Muscatine residents
MUSCATINE, Iowa — The City of Muscatine Parks and

Recreation Department is clearing several wooded areas
throughout Muscatine.

There are some logs that are suitable
for firewood.

A system has been developed so
that residents who live within the
Muscatine city limits can pick up
the wood on a first-come, first-serve
basis.

To be eligible to pick up the wood, call the
Parks and Recreation Department’s Park mainte-
nance office at 563-263-5464. Leave a message with a name,
address and phone number.

Names will be placed on a list and people will be called as
wood becomes available.

Making gifts is the natural thing to do
MUSCATINE, Iowa — The Muscatine County Conserva-

tion Board will sponsor a holiday craft program at 1 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 5, at the Environmental Learning Center,
3300 Cedar St.

Join naturalist Mary Bulger to make nature crafts that can
be given as holiday gifts.

For more information, call 563-264-5922.

13’s a lucky number
for local mill group
■ 13 years of serving and educating the public helps Friends of
the Pine Creek Grist Mill earn the Iowa DNR’s Director’s Award

Grassley: GOP colleague’s
comments are misleading

Cynthia Beaudette
563 262-0527 cynthia.beaudette@muscatinejournal.com

MUSCATINE, Iowa — Muscatine
County’s 161-year-old Pine Creek Grist Mill
has come a long way since mid 1990s, when
a group of area volunteers began restoring
the then-neglected, historical landmark.

The thou-
sands of volun-
teer hours the
Friends of the
Pine Creek
Grist Mill have
devoted to
their project
were recog-
nized Nov. 21
when the Iowa
Department of
Natural
Resources
awarded the
group the 2009
Director’s
Award.

The award,
given through
the DNR’s
Keepers of the
Land Volunteer
Program, rec-
ognizes the Friends’ 13 years of
maintaining and educating the
public about the 1848 grist
mill at Wildcat Den State Park.

“Iowa has great needs,”
DNR deputy director Pat
Boddy told the volunteers
during the ninth annual DNR
Volunteer Awards Banquet, at
Swan Lake State Park near Carroll. “Your
work … is helping to meet those needs.”

Friends vice-president Ken Hyman said
the award is given to the volunteer or group
that has contributed the most to the people
of Iowa. The winner is chosen from all the
groups and individuals that work with the
DNR.

The Friends of the Pine Creek Grist Mill
was formed in 1996 and has volunteered
thousands of hours to restoring and main-
taining the mill.

Since they began work on the mill, the
group has resurrected a once defunct and
derelict structure, even bringing back to life
the once idled grinding wheel.

“The Pine Creek Grist Mill has developed
into a regional attraction, bringing many peo-
ple to Wildcat Den State Park and to the
Muscatine area,” said Hyman. “The Friends
of the Mill has developed the mill into such an
attraction that it takes $30,000 a year to sup-
port our program and keep the doors open.”

This year, the Friends have received a
$1,000 dona-
tion from
Kohl’s depart-
ment stores,
$500 from Wal-
Mart and
$2,000 from
the Community
Foundation of
Greater
Muscatine.
This is in addi-
tion to individ-
ual donations
and money
taken in from
fundraisers
throughout the
year.

Friends
President Tom
Hanifan said
Wal-Mart and
Kohl’s employ-

ees also come to the Mill and
volunteer their time and skills.

In addition to monetary
donations, Hanifan said the
Friends are accepting dona-
tions of antique office items
such as ledger books and quill
pens from the late 1800s and
early 1900s similar to those

that may have been used in the mill.
As winter gets underway, the Friends are

taking a bit of a break, said Hyman. The mill
is closed for the season, but they will contin-
ue their volunteer efforts as they begin plan-
ning for the next year.

Hanifan said 2009 was a banner year for
the site with 7,763 visitors, in addition to
those who attended the annual Heritage Day
celebration.

“This was an increase of 26.3 percent
over our previous best year,” said Hyman.
“And we had 1,258 participants in our school
field trips.” Volunteer hours totaled 1,636 for
this past year, Hyman said.

CYNTHIA BEAUDETTE/MUSCATINE JOURNAL

Friends of the Pine Creek Grist Mill president, Tom
Hanifan, center, holds the  2009 Director’s Award his
group was awarded by the Iowa Department of
Natural Resources. Hanifan is joined by Friends
member and volunteer Dave Metz, left, and interpre-
tive coordinator Julie Whitehall.

MORE INFO
For more information on the

Friends of the Mill contact
Hanifan at 263-4818.

Online
Friends of the Pine Creek Grist

Mill www.pinecreekgristmill.com/
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