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Heavy burden
Tornado toll estimated at nearly $6 million

After the Storm:
One Year Later
The lives and livelihoods are forever changed of those who
experienced a tornado that ripped through Grandview,
Fruitland and Muscatine on June 1, 2007. See Saturday’s
Muscatine Journal for a special section recapping the people,
places and changes associated with last year’s tornado.

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP)
— The deadly EF5 tornado
that ripped through northeastern Iowa did nearly $6 million
in damage.
That’s according to a preliminary estimate from the
Federal Emergency
Management Agency and Iowa
Homeland Security and
Emergency Management.
According to the estimate,
about $5.8 million in damage
was done during the storm
which hit late Sunday afternoon and destroyed nearly half
of Parkersburg.
The bulk of the damage —
more than $3 million worth —
was done in Butler County.

Soldier
suicides
hit highest
rate ever
WASHINGTON (AP) —
Army soldiers committed suicide in 2007 at the highest rate
on record, and the toll is climbing ever higher this year as long
war deployments stretch on.
At least 115 soldiers killed
themselves last year, up from
102 the previous year, the Army
said Thursday.
Nearly a third of them died
at the battlefront — 32 in Iraq
and four in Afghanistan. But 26
percent had never deployed to
either conflict.
“We see a lot of things that
are going on in the war which
do contribute — mainly the
longtime and multiple deployments away from home, exposure to really terrifying and
horrifying things, the easy
availability of loaded weapons
and a force that’s very, very
busy right now,’’ said Col.
Elspeth Ritchie psychiatric
consultant to the Army surgeon
general.
“And so all of those together
we think are part of what may
contribute, especially if somebody’s having difficulties
already,’’ she told a Pentagon
news conference.
Some common factors
among those who took their
own lives were trouble with
relationships, work problems
and legal and financial difficulties, officials said.
More U.S. troops also died
overall in hostilities in 2007
than in any of the previous
years in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Violence increased in
Afghanistan with a Taliban
resurgence, and U.S. deaths
increased in Iraq even as violence there declined in the second half of the year.
Increasing the strain on the
force last year was the extension of deployments to 15
months from 12 months, a
practice ending this year.
The 115 confirmed suicides
among active-duty soldiers and
National Guard and Reserve
troops who had been activated
amounted to a rate of 18.8 per
100,000 troops — the highest
since the Army began keeping
records in 1980. Two other
deaths are suspected suicides
but still under investigation.
So far this year, the trend is
comparable to last year. As of
Monday, there had been 38 confirmed suicides in 2008 and 12
more suspected suicides.

DES MOINES, Iowa — Weather officials are still assessing
damage caused by severe storms and tornadoes across Iowa
overnight into today.
“We’re still trying to get a handle on exactly everything
that occurred,’’ said Jeff Johnson with the National Weather
Service. He said there were multiple tornado reports coming
in from around the state and at least one injury report from
Attica in Marion County, although he said that hadn’t yet been
confirmed. Johnson said there also were reports of tornadoes
Thursday night in western Iowa in Crawford and Carroll
counties, with the storm system moving into central Iowa
overnight.
According to a news
release from the governor’s
office, which released the figures on Thursday evening,

such estimates are typically
less than actual costs of repair.
The tornado that struck
Sunday leveled half of

McKinley Elementary on the move

Students
create
book on
historic
school
Cynthia Beaudette
of the Muscatine Journal
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McKinley Elementary students go for the gold during a tug of war at the McKinley Olympics Thursday morning.

Olympics rate
a gold medal
Students like
tug of war best
Cynthia Beaudette
of the Muscatine Journal

MUSCATINE, Iowa — The
field across the street from
Muscatine’s McKinley
Elementary School exploded
with color Thursday as students staged their version of
the Olympics.
“We’re celebrating the last
two days of school,” said
fourth-grader Lissy Dalton.
McKinley Principal Perry
Rodocker said all 310 of the
kindergarten through fifthgrade students were invited
to participate.
The staff divided the students into 20 multi-age teams,
which distinguished themselves by donning tie-dyed Tshirts in a variety of bright
colors. The students collaborated on names for their
teams and team mottos.
“We are the Dominators,”
shouted students from the
team Rodocker was coaching.
In the weeks leading up to

the event, Rodocker said the
students were involved in
other team-based activities.
“This is a good way to
build up teamwork skills,”
said Rodocker.
And there are other benefits.
“We get out of school, and
we get fresh air,” said fifthgrader Kristal Keppy.
The students competed in
several relay events during
the Olympics. In one event,
students raced to a lawn
chair, put on the sunglasses
and towel that were on the
chair, sat down and opened a
magazine that was also on the
chair. The team whose members completed that task the
fastest won the relay.
Fourth-grader Mary O’Neal
and first grader Carolina
Garcia, said they enjoyed the
giant tug of war best.
“Most of the teams are
really competitive,” said
O’Neal.
Garcia said strategy is
important. “I stretch out and
then we win,” she said.
Reporter contact information
Cynthia Beaudette 563-262-0527
cynthia.beaudette@muscatinejournal.com
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Iowa hit by more tornadoes

Parkersburg and killed seven
people. It was the strongest
tornado to hit the state in 32
years, according to the
National Weather Service.
The twister stretched threequarters of a mile wide and
had winds up to 205 miles per
hour, carving a path through
Parkersburg and several nearby towns.
The weather service ranked
it an EF5 — at the top of its
scale. The tornado was the
worst in the United States
since May 4, 2007, when an
EF5 twister flattened
Greensburg, Kan., killing 11
people with winds up to 205
mph.

Manage your weeds before they manage you.
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McKinley Elementary School fifth-grader Ishaaq Rangel
catches some fast rays as he participates in a relay race
during his school’s end-of-the-year Olympics Thursday. The
students had to run to a lawn chair, don sunglasses, a
towel and open a magazine before heading back to their
team.
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MUSCATINE, Iowa — In the
late 1800s and early 1900s, children in Muscatine County didn’t have to wait for summer to
get a break from school.
School was out for three to
four weeks in late autumn so
children could stay home and
help their parents with farm
work.
That is one fact a team of 10
fifth-grade artists and writers at
Muscatine’s McKinley
Elementary uncovered last
school year as they researched
their local history book, “OneRoom School ABC Book.”
And visitors to Wildcat Den
State Park in Muscatine County
can read all about it when they
visit the historic Melpine oneroom schoolhouse and Pine
Creek Grist mill which are
located there.
The “One-Room School ABC
Book,” was developed last year
by McKinley students Jeremy
DeVore, Megan Honts, Taylor
Bishop, Rachel Beatty, Chelsea
McGill, Katie Shoultz, Carli Fix,
Kaylea Rusch, Noah Weikert
and Austin Moss as a community service project after the students identified the need for
educational materials at the
Melpine School Museum. The
book is now displayed at the
school.
McKinley art teacher Lisa
Kurtz, fifth grade teacher Jami
Schroeder and teacher librarian
JoAnn Sunderman assisted the
students as they continued
their research and created text
and illustrations for the book.
It recalls the school days of
their great-grandparents.
The book contains a
sequence of ABC illustrations
and text such as: “D is for
desks. Wooden desks or benches were in different sizes for
the grades. Desks sometimes
had a hole to hold a jar of ink.”
Fun facts are laced throughout the pages, such as oneroom schools had separate
entrances for boys and girls,
and girls often wore dresses

More on Book, page 2A
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Gender-based math
gap missing in
some countries
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These West Middle School sixth-graders created the award-winning “One-Room School
ABC Book,” when they were McKinley Elementary School students last year. They are,
front row, left to right: Katie Shoultz, Taylor Bishop, Kaylea Rusch, Rachel Beatty, Austin
Moss and Megan Honts. Second row: Carli Fix, Noah Weikert, Jeremy DeVore and
Chelsea McGill.

Book

Details

Continued from page 1A
made from feed sacks.
Other highlights are simple
recipes for canned dill pickles
and strawberry jam.
(According to the book, jam
with soda crackers was a
favorite after-school snack in
the one-room schoolhouse
days.)
Thursday morning, the
book’s 10 authors and artists,
now sixth-graders at West
Middle School, enjoyed an
end-of-the-year picnic at
Muscatine’s Weed Park as
they talked about the project.
Shoultz learned that the
female teachers who taught in
the one-room schoolhouses
weren’t paid as well as men.
And Moss noted that the
women teachers couldn’t be
married.
“It was harsh,” said Rusch.
The students were also surprised at lives of the students.
“They had to walk almost
three miles to school,” said
Shoultz.
The students gathered
facts for the project by interviewing former one-room
school students who live at
Bickford Cottage in
Muscatine.
They also used information

Visit these historic sites in the
lower area of Wildcat Den State
Park
Pine Creek Grist Mill built in 1848
Days: Throughout May
Hours: 12:30-4:30 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday
Days: Sunday, June 1-Sunday,
Sept. 14
Hours: 12:30-4:30 p.m.
Wednesday-Sunday
Days: Saturdays and Sundays from
Sept. 20-Oct. 12
Hours: 12:30-4:30 p.m.
Melpine School, built in 1877
Days: Sundays from June 1Sept. 28
Hours: 1-4 p.m.

For more information contact:
John Scott-563-264-2362
Janet Duncan-563-263-1632
Wildcat Den office-563-263-4337
2008 events
Event: 5K Trail Run/Walk
When: Sept. 6, 8 a.m.
Event: Heritage Day
When: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 20
Event: Buckskinners Rendezvous
When: Friday-Sunday, Sept. 19,
20 and 21
For more information contact:
Tom Hanifan 563-263-4818 or
Wildcat Den 563-263-4337
Online: http://www.pinecreekgristmill.com/

from “One Room Wonders:
Iowa’s Country Schools” by
Jon E. Heitland and the Iowa
State Education Association
book, “Iowa Country Schools:
Landmarks of Learning,” edited by William Sherman.
Sunderman invited
Sherman to write a forward
for the book.
“When I received a copy of
this booklet I was impressed
by the content and the quality
of the student artwork,” said
Sherman. “I felt it would be a
wonderful resource for persons interested in Iowa country schools.”
Sherman, a member of the
Country School Association of
America, included information
about the book in a confer-

ence flyer for a statewide
meeting for that organization
this October.
And the Country School
Association plans to use the
booklet at the annual conference of the Country School
Association of America in
June at Miami University in
Oxford, Ohio.
And Sherman isn’t the only
one who’s impressed.
The students received first
place in the junior division of
the Iowa Future Problem
Solving Program and a second-place trophy in the education category at the international conference in 2007.
Reporter contact information
Cynthia Beaudette 563-262-0527
cynthia.beaudette@muscatinejournal.com

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Boys outperform girls on a
math test given to children
worldwide, but the gender gap
is less pronounced in countries where women and men
have similar rights and opportunities, according to a study
published Thursday.
“In more gender-neutral
societies, girls are as good as
boys in mathematics,’’ study
author Paola Sapienza said in
an interview.
The issue of a gender gap
in math has been hotly debated, with some suggesting biology may be behind higher
scores for boys on some tests
and others pointing to environmental and cultural factors.
Sapienza, a professor at
Northwestern University’s
Kellogg School of
Management, examined the
results of boys and girls on the
Program for International
Student Assessment. That test
is given to 15-year-olds around
the world every three years.
Among 40 countries studied, Iceland was the only one
where girls did better than

boys on the math test.
In about a dozen countries,
both sexes scored about the
same. In many of those places,
like in Iceland, men and
women have similar opportunities and rights, according to
the study, which was published in the journal Science.
To assess gender equality,
Sapienza looked at several
measures, including the World
Economic Forum’s Gender
Gap Index, which considers
economic, educational and
political opportunities for
women.
The United States fell in the
middle of the pack in terms of
both equality for women and
the gender gap in math.
There are a few countries
where girls don’t have the
same opportunities as boys,
but girls score about the same
as boys on the math test, the
report found. These included
Indonesia and Thailand.
There also are countries,
such as Germany, where there
is a lot of gender equality but
where a girl-boy math gap
exists anyway. The study did

not attempt to explain such
anomalies.
The study was reviewed by
a panel of outside experts.
In reading, girls outperformed boys on the PISA
exam in every country studied.
That gap does not shrink but
widens in places where
women are said to have a lot
of equality with men.
“The math gap disappears,
and the reading gap becomes
even bigger,’’ Sapienza said.
The study didn’t look at the
reasons behind those trends.
Former Harvard University
President Lawrence Summers
ignited debate over gender
gaps a few years ago year
when he suggested innate differences between the sexes
might help explain why comparatively few women
excelled in science and math
careers.
The PISA exam is different
from other tests in that it
assesses how well students
can apply mathematical reasoning to real-world situations
rather than testing their
knowledge of math content.

Crane collapses in New York City
NEW YORK (AP) — A construction crane collapsed
Friday on New York’s Upper
East Side, smashing into a 23story apartment building
before crashing onto the street
below and killing one person.
It was the second deadly
crane accident in 2½ months
in the city, which is undergoing
a building boom. Mayor
Michael Bloomberg said the
latest collapse was “unacceptable,’’ and the city would investigate.
“The sound was like a thunder clap. Then, an earthquake,’’
said Peter Barba, who lives on
the seventh floor of the building across the street from the
construction site that was hit
by the crane.
One body was brought out
of the rubble at East 91st
Street and First Avenue, placed
on a gurney and covered in a
white sheet. A construction
worker knelt over the stretcher, gently stroking the sheet.

It wasn’t immediately clear
whether there were additional
fatalities.
Crews pulled others out of
the wreckage, the Fire
Department said. Their conditions were not immediately
known.
Firefighters and rescue
workers continued to search
through the tangled wreckage.
Barba said it appeared the
entire cab came off the crane;
its main arm hit the penthouse
of his building, then “took out
the northeast corner,’’ he said.
Video from the scene
showed the upper-floor balconies of the apartment building were severely damaged
and a hole extended several
stories down the side of the
building.
Chaos enveloped the largely residential neighborhood of
town houses and apartment
high-rises as dozens of emergency vehicles raced to the
scene during the morning rush

hour.
Brian Nurenberg, 37, was
playing indoor tennis two
blocks away when he heard
the crash.
“It was a couple of loud
sort of bangs, high in the air,’’
he said. “It sounded catastrophic, and that’s from two
blocks away.’’
In the March 15 accident
about 2 miles to the south,
contractors building a 46-story
condominium near the United
Nations were trying to lengthen the crane when a steel support broke, killing seven people. A four-story town house
was demolished and several
other buildings were damaged.
A city inspector resigned
after his arrest on charges of
falsifying business records and
offering a false instrument for
filing. In April, the city’s buildings commissioner resigned,
under fire over a rising number
of deadly construction accidents.

Mom in Web bullying case turns grief into activism

Briefs
Vatican: excommunication
for women priests

United, US Airways CEOs
say no deal for now
CHICAGO (AP) — The CEOs of United Airlines and US
Airways have told their employees that a combination of the
two carriers won’t happen “at this time.’’
Their messages came a day after a meeting at which
United disclosed to the smaller carrier its decision not to
pursue a deal.
UAL’s Glenn Tilton says he still supports mergers but the
airline decided this one wouldn’t work for now because of
issues that could significantly dilute the benefits.
Doug Parker of US Airways also told his employees that
he wouldn’t preclude something occurring in the future.
Chicago-based United and Tempe, Ariz.-based US Airways
have been exploring a combination for more than two
months. But labor and financing issues clouded the effort.

without authorization to get
information used to inflict
emotional distress. The
charges were filed in
California where MySpace is
based. MySpace is a subsidiary
of Beverly Hills-based Fox
Interactive Media Inc., which
is owned by News Corp.
Authorities have said Drew,
Drew’s teenage daughter and
another teen took part in an
online hoax, creating a fake
boy named Josh Evans who
befriended and flirted with
Megan online. Drew allegedly
wanted to know what Megan
was saying about her own
daughter online. Shortly
before Megan’s death, the
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comments from Josh and
some other Internet users
turned cruel, with “Josh’’
allegedly saying the world
would be better without
Megan.
Drew’s attorney, Dean
Steward, said she has been
advised by her lawyers not to
speak about the case. Another

May Is
Better Hearing
& Speech Month

lawyer for Drew previously
said she did not create the
account and was not aware of
any mean messages sent to the
girl before her death.
Meier, 37, said her grief hits
her in waves, and it remains
difficult to talk about Megan’s
death. Meier’s life has gone
through other changes as well.

AUDIOLOGY
CONSULTANTS

Committed to personal service &
providing you with the latest technology
for better hearing.
Call today for an appointment.
2215 E. 52nd St., Suite #2,
Davenport, IA
(563)355-7712

Serving the Quad Cities
since 1979
www.audiologyconsultants.com

1931 10th Ave. E,
Milan, IL
(309)283-5902

1616 Cedar St.,
Hammond Henry Hospital
Muscatine, IA
600 College Ave.,Geneseo, IL
(563)264-9245
(309)944-6431
*Also located in Galesburg

• TREES • SHRUBS • PERENNIALS • HOSTAS • ANNUALS •

Taylor Ridge

Garden
Center
NOW OPEN

We’ve expanded and opened a New Garden Center
in Taylor Ridge, Illinois. Locally grown trees,
evergreens, shrubs perennials, seeds, vegetables
and garden art. Professional Garden Staff.

June 6-7

Open
House
Plant Specials
Seminars
Refreshments
Drawing
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VATICAN CITY (AP) — The Vatican is slamming the door
on attempts by women to become priests in the Roman
Catholic Church.
It has strongly reiterated in a decree that anyone involved
in ordination ceremonies is automatically excommunicated.
A top Vatican official said in a statement Friday that the
church acted following what it called “so-called ordinations’’
in various parts of the world.
Monsignor Angelo Amato of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith says the Vatican also wants to provide
bishops with a clear response on the issue.
The church has always banned the ordination of women,
stating that the priesthood is reserved for males. The new
decree is explicit in its reference to women.

Her tragic story became public
only last fall following an article in a suburban St. Louis
newspaper that prompted
widespread interest in her
case.
Megan had a history of
attention deficit disorder and
depression. Her suicide came
soon after she received mean
messages through the
MySpace social networking
Web site.
Earlier this month, a federal grand jury indicted 49-yearold Lori Drew, a neighbor of
Megan and her family. She is
accused of one count of conspiracy and three counts of
accessing protected computers

Turkey
Hollow

“Megan is still my daughter,
no matter what, and I am
going out there and fighting
for her still because she is still
my daughter,’’ Meier said.
A group of friends and relatives helped Meier create the
foundation, which seeks to
educate and encourage positive changes to prevent bullying and cyberbullying. Meier
and the volunteers are working to improve laws. They
speak at schools and to parent
groups. They hope to begin
offering scholarships to children who help other children
in some way.
Megan hanged herself in
her closet on Oct. 16, 2006.
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DARDENNE PRAIRIE, Mo.
(AP) — When Tina Meier’s 13year-old daughter committed
suicide after being bullied on
the Internet, her grief was so
encompassing she felt at times
she couldn’t breathe. She had
trouble being around loved
ones who reminded her of her
child. Even today, recollections of those first holidays
after Megan’s death are foggy
at best.
But in recent months, the
Missouri woman has focused
on ways to protect other children from bullying, even leaving her job as a real estate
agent to dedicate herself to the
Megan Meier Foundation.
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